
 

Professor William H. Byrnes, IV, appointed Asst. Dean to Thomas Jefferson School of Law, 
pioneered distributive legal education in the US and abroad.  Before Thomas Jefferson, Prof. 
Byrnes received tenure and full professor status from St. Thomas University School of Law 
(Miami) in 2005.  Since 1996 he has been a Visiting Professor of the International Tax masters 
program at Witwatersrand University in South Africa, and prior was a lecturer at Rand Afrikaans 
University for International Tax. 

Prior to his tenured academic career, Prof. Byrnes was a senior manager then associate director, 
international tax, Coopers and Lybrand, which subsequently amalgamated into Price 
Waterhouse.  His primary clients at Coopers & Lybrand were FORBES 1000 MNEs and also 
private banks, insurance companies, technology companies, and company service providers, 
including HSBC PLC, Comparex (Persetel-QData), and Commercial Union.  Over the last fifteen 
years, he has worked and taught in Asia, Europe, Africa and The Americas.  Professor Byrnes is 
a licensed attorney. 

Professor Byrnes has been employed as a consultant to a number of governments on their fiscal 
policy, including South Africa, Botswana, The United Kingdom, The British Virgin Islands, The 
Turks and Caicos Islands, Anguilla and Montserrat. He is the primary author and team leader of 
the 900-page UK commissioned Report on the Economic, Socio-Economic, and Regulatory 
Impact of the Tax Savings Directive and EU Code of Conduct on Business Taxation upon 
Selected Offshore Financial Centers as well as a Competitiveness Report for Selected Offshore 
Financial Centers. 

For Thomson-West, he is the revisions author of Nonresident Aliens & Foreign Corps (Mertens, 
no. 45), and a co-author for Claims for Refund (Mertens, no. 58), Income Tax Returns and 
Disclosure (Mertens, no. 47) and Alimony and Divorce (Mertens, no. 31A).  Besides co-authoring 
and editing several course books published in cooperation with Kluwer Law International for the 
Walter H. & Dorothy B. Diamond graduate program, such as PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL 

TAXATION, TAX TREATIES, and also OFFSHORE FINANCIAL CENTERS, he is an author for 
INTERNATIONAL TRUST LAWS & ANALYSIS (Kluwer Law International).  He served as an editor to 
Walter Diamond of the Diamond loose-leaf series, and is now the revising author of TAX AND 

TRADE BRIEFS, TAX HAVENS OF THE WORLD, as well as TREATY WITHHOLDING GUIDE, Matthew 
Bender (New York).  Moreover, he co-authored the book TAX REFORM FOR SOUTH AFRICA and 
served as Managing Editor of the EXCHANGE CONTROL ENCYCLOPAEDIA, which was amalgamated 
into Butterworths’ EXCHANGE CONTROL ENCYCLOPAEDIA.  For Thomson Tax, he is the author for 
the US Chapter for INTERNATIONAL TAX SYSTEMS AND PLANNING TECHNIQUES.   

He has published law review articles in the US and Roman history of charity law and on legal 
pedagogy, as well as articles on education in finance magazines.  He is currently in substantial 
completion of three draft articles: the history of Jewish charity law, the history and treatment of 
the company limited by guarantee, and finally, a current survey of legal pedagogy.  

In 1996 with EuroMoney-Institutional Investor, he created and taught three and five-day in-house 
banking and stock exchange training programs in Hong Kong, Singapore, London, Miami, Lisbon, 
Mauritius, Dominica, and South Africa.  Also, he has chaired, as well as presented at, many 
corporate and private banking conferences globally, including Malaysia, Bahamas, Cayman 
Islands, India and South Africa.  His over 100 conference and training presentations have 
included topics as diverse as forecasting economics of B2B integrated supply chains to 
establishing and maintaining a family office department.  Professor Byrnes also created the STEP 
international tax planning training program, which he has taught globally to hundreds of STEP 
members.  Professor Byrnes’ dissertation for his three year fellowship at the IBFD and the 
University of Amsterdam was on International Transfer Pricing. 


